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Gary Sinise and “Operation Iraqi Children” Receive AT&T Grant 
Money Funds School Supplies for Iraqi Children – Distributed by U.S. Troops 
December 14, 2005

CHICAGO—Actor and Chicago-area native Gary Sinise was in Chicago last Sunday to accept a $25,000 donation from AT&T on behalf of Operation Iraqi Children (OIC), an organization he co-founded in 2004.  Operation Iraqi Children brings school supplies and other basic essentials to the children of Iraq.  

“Basic school supplies like pencils and notebooks bring such big smiles to the children of Iraq, who are the innocent victims of a nation in conflict,” said Sinise, who envisioned OIC after a USO tour of Iraq in 2003 where he witnessed a lack of basic essentials.  “Many Americans want to know how they can help with the rebuilding efforts in Iraq.  OIC offers this opportunity by allowing citizens and businesses like AT&T to contribute to this effort in a simple yet profound way.”

AT&T’s $25,000 donation to Operation Iraqi Children will help the organization provide Iraqi children with the basic learning tools they need to learn and grow.  

“We are thrilled to be working with Gary Sinise to support Operation Iraqi Children’s efforts to bring school supplies to the children of Iraq,” said AT&T Midwest Vice President Brendan Reilly.  “Every September, American school children return to their classrooms with rulers and scissors, pencils and notebooks.  But most Iraqi school children lack these basic essentials.  OIC is making a difference by working with U.S. and Coalition troops to distribute supplies across the country – providing these children with some basic necessities, while helping our troops build a rapport with the Iraqi people.”

Packages of school supplies and other items like teddy bears, shoes and soccer balls, are delivered by American soldiers throughout Iraq.  “Bringing OIC packages to the children who need them, American soldiers are building the bonds of friendship between our nations,” said Sinise. “Our troops become the messengers of goodwill, and it benefits everybody.”

“AT&T has a long and proud history of supporting the brave men and women of the U.S. military.  By contributing to the efforts of Operation Iraqi Children, we are also supporting our soldiers who are serving as ambassadors of education by helping these children while risking their lives for freedom,” said AT&T’s Reilly.
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